
THE ACT TIP SHEET
On the English test, always read changes in the context of the whole sentence.!!
If you can’t split the sentence at the semicolon to create two complete sentences, a 
semicolon shouldn’t go there.!!
If you can convince yourself you’re interested in whatever the reading test passages are 
about, you’ll have a much easier time answering the questions.!!
Load up your graphing calculator with as many programs as possible: slope, midpoint, 
distance, quadratic, Hero’s, Pythagorean, two equations with two unknowns.!!
If you can’t figure out how to do a math question, put each answer choice back into the 
question and see if it works, or see if there’s a formula you can apply. On tough 
geometry questions, look for a way to make a triangle, since you know a lot about how 
to find angles and sides in triangles.!!
Before taking the science test, you need to know what an independent variable, 
dependent variable, and control group are. Everything else is on the test itself.!!
If you have no idea how to answer a question, skip it and come back later. Get all the 
easy questions first; hard questions aren’t worth more.!!
When you take practice tests, take them in a quiet place where you won’t be 
interrupted, since that’s what the actual test will be like.!!
For your best performance, get a good night’s sleep not just the night before the test, 
but but two and three nights before, too.!!
Coffee is no substitute for sleep when it comes to mental performance. If you already 
get freaked out by tests, don’t drink anything caffeinated.!!
As you wait for the test to begin, think of the qualities a generic professor has: 
intelligence, good at solving problems, etc.!!
If you’re almost out of time and there are questions you haven’t answered, guess “C”.!!
You should take the ACT at least twice, but three times is better, and more than that can 
only help. You gain an average of two points every time you take the test.!!
There are professional ACT prep services like premiercollegeprep.com that can make a 
huge difference in your score, but they are expensive.!!!
Questions? Contact Adam Mastroianni:!
adam.m.mastroianni@gmail.com
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