
Those Tough Classes 
Matter 

Taking that extra math or science class doesn’t 
just make your application look better; it actually 
helps prepare you for the work you’ll be doing at 
the college level. Skimming on hard classes now 
will only make things tougher in college.

The College Cheat Sheet for Juniors 
Visit schools the smart 

way. 
Don’t use your college days as vacation 
days. Research the schools you visit before 
you go so you can spend your time learning 
the things that you can’t find online.!!
It’s hard to get a good idea of what a school 
is like just from the tour. Look for special 
visitation days for juniors. Visit a class and 
talk to the professor afterwards. Stay 
overnight if you can. Don’t be afraid to talk 
to students and ask them what they like and 
don’t like about the school. Most students 
are more than happy to tell you, and if 
they’re not, don’t go to that school because 
it’s full of jerks.

Haven’t taken the ACT or 
SAT? Take it. Already have? 

Take it again. 
On average, people gain two points on the ACT 
every time they take it. Those two points can 
mean the difference in thousands of dollars of 
scholarship money. Each time you take it you get 
more relaxed, learn how to budget your time 
more efficiently, and figure out what things you 
don’t understand and still need to study.!!
If you have the time and resources, it’s not too 
late to pick up an ACT/SAT prep book or take a 
class. Check out premiercollegeprep.com or look 
up others online. Also remember that Mrs. Harvey 
has practice tests in the office.

Keep track of everything 
important you do. 

Never throw away a certificate, ribbon, medal, or 
trophy, no matter how cheesy and unimportant it 
seems. There are lots of lines on your 
applications for you to list awards you’ve won, 
and even something that doesn’t seem like a big 
deal––like being Student of the Quarter in a 
subject––can help you fill those lines. You can 
also put them out at your graduation party so 
people can see how cool you are.!!
The same goes for clubs you’re in, sports you 
play, things you do for your church, everything. If 
you write it down as you do it, you won’t forget it 
when it comes time to fill out your applications.

Start making a list. 
Now’s the time to get serious about looking 
at schools, if only to make it easier to give 
relatives an answer when they inevitably ask 
about where you’re thinking of going.!!
There’s a good map of schools in Ohio at 
http://regents.ohio.gov/campuses/
4yrmap.pdf. There should be similar maps 
for other states, if you’re looking farther.!!
For now, look past the schools that are 
always popular with Monroeville 
graduates––you already know about them. 
Look past the price of tuition––you won’t 
end up paying that price. Focus on the 
dealbreakers. How far from home do you 
want to go? Cross out everything that’s too 
far or too close. How big do you want your 
school to be? Cross out everything that’s too 
big or too small. What’s your ACT score? 
Check collegeboard.com for the average 
ACT scores of admitted students at each 
school to figure out where you would be a 
competitive applicant––but keep track of 
“reach” schools, which are schools you have 
a smaller chance of getting into. It’s still 
worth applying to them. Keep asking 
yourself these questions, and you’ll quickly 
narrow down your search.

Questions? Contact Adam Mastroianni:!
adam.m.mastroianni@gmail.com
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